NEWS

Local high schools will benefit from defibrillator program

By Era staff

Lanark-Frontenac-Len-
nox and Addington MP
Scott Reid will make sure
that Grade 9 students
will know how to use
the defibrillators at their
schools.

Reid donated $40,000
to ensure all high schools
in his riding have an auto-
mated external defibrilla-
tor on site. That is 70 per
cent of the funding needed
for the defibrillator and
program, with the Ontario
government having given
the other 30 per cent.

All students in the rid-
ing will receive training
through the ACT (Ad-
vanced Coronary Treat-
ment) Foundation’s high-
school program.

Those schools include
St. John Catholic High
School and Perth and Dis-
trict Collegiate Institute in
Perth, as well as Carleton
Place High School, Notre
Dame Catholic High
school in Perth, St. Luke
Catholic High School in
Smiths Falls and Smiths
Falls and District Col-
legiate Institute. The
schools in the Limestone

Lanark-Frontenac-Lennox and Addington MP Scott Reid joined students at
Carleton Place High School to announce the $40,000 he will give to the ACT
Foundation to have defibrillators in all of the high schools in his riding. The
program will also train Grade 9 students to use the defibrillators.
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District School Board will
also receive the defibril-
lators and have programs
set up to train students to
use them.

Almonte and District
High School is not in-
cluded because it is in
the Carleton-Mississippi
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riding headed by MP
Gordon O’Connell. ACT
Foundation executive
director Sandra Clarke
said several years ago,
when Mississippi Mills
was still in Reid’s riding,
he donated CPR manne-
quins to Almonte’s high

school, and the founda-
tion will continue to raise
funds for defibrillators
in Almonte and eventu-
ally, all high schools in
Canada.

The funding from Reid
will provide the defibril-
lators, as well as training

units and mannequins to
set up a Grade 9 training
program in all 10 high
schools in the riding.

“l am excited to be a
part of this program,”
said Reid, who regularly
donates defibrillators to
local fire stations and
community areas. “First
we started by provid-
ing CPR training to our
high-school students, and
now we are adding AED
training.

“This training is pro-
viding our youth with the
skills to save lives,” he
stressed. “I cannot think
of a more important skill
to be teaching our chil-
dren.”

The new program will
enhance the CPR program
the ACT Foundation es-
tablished in high schools
with Reid’s support in
2003. The provincial gov-
ernment will also contrib-
ute, as it invested $1.4
million two years ago as
“seed funding” to help the
foundation set up training
programs in all Ontario
high schools.

Research has shown
that citizen CPR, com-
bined with the use of a

defibrillator, can improve
survival rates if applied
in the first few minutes
of a cardiac arrest. An
automated external defi-
brillator is an easy-to-use
device that can tell when
a heart stops beating ef-
fectively and deliver an
electric shock to help it
restart.

“Easy-to-use defibril-
lators are appearing in
many public places,” said
Dr. Justin Maloney, an
emergency physician and
medical director for the
ACT Foundation. “The
schools already teach
young people to act, to
start CPR.

“Now we want them to
grab the defibrillator on
the wall and use that too,”
he added. “These schools
are teaching life skills that
save lives.”

The ACT Foundation is
a charitable group whose
mission is to set up CPR
and defibrillator programs
in every Canadian high
school. Its core funding
comes from four compa-
nies — AstraZeneca, Bris-
tol-Myers Squibb Canada,
Pfizer Canada and Sanofi-
aventis.
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